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CHILDREN IN CARE COUNCIL CHAMPION UPDATE

Introduction: Since 2015 the Council has been working hard to develop the 
Corporate Parenting role of Members.  A key part of this has been to ensure all 
Members understand their corporate parenting responsibilities, and are putting in 
place measures to promote the interests of children looked after and care leavers in 
their local area. 

A key part of this is the activity of the Children in Care Council and the role of the 
CiCC Member Champion in keeping Local Committees updated on priorities coming 
from the children and young people, and wider changes that are happening that 
impact on children in care and care leavers.

Ofsted inspection: In November 2017 Ofsted carried out a full inspection of 
Children’s Services.  This included the voice of the child, and members of Corporate 
Parenting Board and CiCC Member Champions were interviewed by the inspectors. 
The full report will be published with recommendations end of January. 

Foster carer recruitment: The Council has employed an officer to deliver a Foster 
Carer Recruitment Programme.  The aim is to increase the number of in-house foster 
carers.  Local Members are strongly encouraged to take part in local recruitment 
events and to spread the word to people who may be interested in fostering. An 
update on the campaign is added as an appendix.

Children in Care Council Priorities: In September the Carlisle and Eden CiCC met 
to consider their priorities which included:

 Activity around challenging negative perceptions of children in care.
 Better promotion and awareness of apprenticeship opportunities for children in 

care and care leavers, and best use of the pupil premium.
 Development of a Junior Promise for younger children in care.
 Members participated in making a film about their experiences with the 

Haltwhistle Film company and are keen to have the film screened to promote 
their voice.



Feedback from the Children in Care Council Champions Network: The CiCC 
Member Champions Network meets quarterly and is chaired by Cllr. Anne Burns as 
portfolio holder. In their October meeting the following actions were agreed for 
Champions to take back to Local Committees:

 Take the short film made by the Children in Care Council about their 
experiences to Local Committees.

 Share with Local Committees the outcome of a major Barnardo’s survey of 
children’s views that will be published in March 2018. This is the biggest 
survey in a number of years and was completed by approximately 6000 
children countywide.

 Agree arrangements with Local Committees to support and assist with the 
Council’s communications campaign to promote in-house foster carer 
recruitment.

Wider changes for Local Committee to be aware of: The Children and Social 
Work Act (2017) is being implemented which will result in several changes:

 New Corporate Parenting principles introduced which spell out Member 
responsibilities and responsibilities in two tier authority areas.

 New Care Leaver Offer that sets out what Care Leavers can expect from local 
authorities and partners in their area. This will include discussions with District 
Councils around leisure passes, housing, council tax relief and other matters.

Actions for Local Committee to consider

 Outcome of the Ofsted inspection once the report and recommendations are 
published, to see if there is anything under the leadership and management 
judgement that requires action by Local Committee.

 The Care Leaver Offer as it is developed.
 To review its activity in the light of the new Corporate Parenting principles.
 To receive updates on in-house foster carer recruitment and access to 

apprenticeships for children looked after and care leavers.
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